
8th Grade – World History & Cultures 
 
ónoµa  _________________________________________               Score:   ______/20   

 

einai ellinika se µena (i.e. “It’s Greek to Me!”) 
 
_____   1.  During which of the following activities are you MOST likely to use an atlas?   
 

A. changing a light bulb   C.  shopping online 
B.  weightlifting     D.  doing your favorite social studies homework 

 
_____   2.  This sentence appeared on the front pages of the New York Times in 2017: “Many recipients of Mr. 
Trump’s hectoring are fellow politicians, with paid staff members to help them defend themselves.” The 
word “hectoring” here is a synonym for 
 

A.  attacks  B.   teasing  C.  bullying   D.  mentoring 
 
 
_____   3.  A person’s Achilles heel is his or her 
 
 A.  strong point  B.   weak point C.  checkpoint   D.  tendon 
      
 
_____   4.  Which of the words below does NOT mean the same thing as our modern word "titanic" (taken 
from the Greek Titans)? 
 

A.  colossal  B.  massive  C.  infinitesimal  D.  gargantuan 
 

 
_____   5.  King Midas's wish that everything he touch turn to gold was a foolish and disastrous one. Today, 
if someone has “the Midas Touch,” we call them
 

A.  royal  B.  generous  C.  touchy feely   D.  successful
 
 
_____   6.  If someone “opens up a Pandora's Box,” what has happened? 

A.  They have received many gifts 
B.   They have many things to be hopeful about 
C.   They have created lots of problems 

 
_____   7.  Which of the sayings might best represent the meaning of the modern word tantalize? 

A.  “Wanting and having are two different things.”          
B.  “You can run, but you can’t hide.” 
C.  “Don’t talk the talk, if you can’t walk the walk.” 

 
_____   8.   The Park girls basketball team would MOST likely want to have playing as their CENTER  
 

A.  an Amazon B.   a Cassandra C.  Aphrodite  D.  the Oracle of Delphi 
 
_____   9.   The Park girls basketball team would LEAST likely want to have serving as their COACH  
 

A.  an Amazon B.   a mentor  C.  an Adonis  D.  the Oracle of Delphi 



_____   10.  When Mrs. Hamilton had her baby boy, Ms. Sweeney thought he was so stunningly beautiful 
that the most appropriate name for Mrs. Hamilton’s little one would have been 
 
 A.  Hector  B.   Adonis  C.  Gordian  D.  Hercules  
 
 
_____   11.   If you spend too much time in the bathroom, Mrs. Johnson might suspect that you are a(n) 
 

A.  nemesis  B.   adonis  C.  mentor  D.  narcissist   
     

 
_____   12.   The ONLY valid excuse for not completing Mrs. Wesley’s quadratic formula problem is  
if it  was truly 
 

A.  chimerical  B.   Sisyphean  C.  a panic  D.  tantalizing  
   

 
_____   13.   If you arrive late to your Language Arts class, Mr. See might say to you 

A.   “What gives?!  Did you hear a Siren song?!” 
B.   “Where have you been?! On an odyssey?!” 
C.   “Whassup?!  Did your last teacher give you a Herculean task?!” 
D.   Any of the above. J 

 
 
_____   14.   An excuse a Spiffy High teacher MIGHT find acceptable during the first week of high school is: 

A.   “I ran into an Adonis on my way to class, and he stuffed me in Pandora’s locker!” 
B.    “Poseidon stopped me at the water fountain, and I lost track of time!” 
C.   “The hallways here are such a labyrinth that it’s an Olympian feat just to get to class on time!” 

 
 
_____   15.  You are starting a graphic design company because you believe your artwork is cutting edge. 
It’s boldly creative and defiantly original. You are a fan of Greek myths. What would be the MOST 
appropriate name for your new company? 
 
 A.  Promethean Pics  B.  Aegis Art           C.  Delphic Designs         D.  Phobia Fun 
 
 
_____   16.  You are starting a company that provides a home security system to ward off burglars. You are a 
fan of Greek myths. What would be the MOST appropriate name for your new company? 
 
 A.  Siren Song, Inc.  B.  Aegis Corp.       C.  Panic Co.         D.  Oedipus Complex 
 
 
_____   17.  You are starting a company that provides travel and tourism services for wealthy retired people 
who have all the time in the world to explore just that: the world. You are a fan of Greek myths. What 
would be the most appropriate name for your new company? 
 
 A.  Labyrinthine Lands B.  Nemesis Escapes        C.  Pandora’s Places D.  Odyssey Tours
  
 
_____   18.  This is one of the most serious threats to computer security today. It is aptly given this name, as 
it is contained inside what appears to be harmless programming that can cause loss or theft of data: 
 
 A.  a Gordian knot  B.  a Trojan horse        C.  an Oedipus Complex 


