
8th	Grade	–	World	History	&	Cultures	
Ms.	Sweeney’s	Course	Description	and	Class	Procedures	

	
Welcome	to	World	History	&	Cultures!	I	look	forward	to	an	exciting	year	ahead	as	we	explore	the	
ancient	and	not-so-ancient	past.	Please	read	the	following	information	and	have	a	parent	read	it	
as	well.	Then	please	sign	the	confirmation	slip,	verifying	that	you	understand	this	summary	
and	that	you	have	taken	certain	steps	to	assist	you	this	year	in	social	studies.		
	
My	hope	for	you	this	year	is	that	you	will	find	our	social	studies	class	not	only	interesting	but	fun!	I	
hope	that	you	will	learn	how	studying	the	past	can	teach	us	about	ourselves	and	about	today’s	world	
and	how	learning	about	the	past	helps	us	become	better	citizens.		Now,	to	answer	some	questions.	…	
	
	
What	will	we	learn	this	year	in	World	History?	
	
The	curriculum	covers	prehistory	and	the	features	of	early	civilizations	to	medieval	times.	We	will	
examine	a	number	of	early	civilizations	(e.g.,	Ancient	Greece,	Ancient	Rome,	early	African	
kingdoms,	and	dynasties	of	China).	We	will	often	look	at	various	global	connections	to	the	modern	
world.	A	significant	part	of	our	curriculum	also	includes	the	history	and	fundamental	beliefs	and	
practices	of	five	major	world	religions:	Hinduism,	Buddhism,	Judaism,	Christianity,	and	Islam.		
	
	
What	else	will	we	be	learning?	
	
Social	studies	in	the	8th	grade	is	NOT	just	about	history!	It	is	also	about	anthropology,	archaeology,	
sociology,	economics,	geography,	philosophy,	political	science,	law,	AND	what’s	going	on	in	the	world	
today.	That	means	we’ll	be	looking	at	such	fascinating	topics	as	power,	greed,	passion,	and	justice,	to	
name	a	few.		
	
We	will	also	be	practicing	a	number	of	skills.	We	will	focus	on	how	to	take	notes	to	help	you	with	
your	studies	–	whether	it’s	outlining	text	or	summarizing	a	presentation.	We	will	have	opportunities	
to	learn	how	to	use	the	Internet	more	effectively	when	doing	research,	how	(and	when)	to	cite	
our	sources,	how	to	approach	text	and	visuals	critically,	as	well	as	how	to	improve	our	public	
speaking	skills.	And	we	will	reinforce	grammar	whenever	the	opportunity	presents	itself.		
	
We	will	discuss	ways	to	use	technology	wisely	–	that	is,	how	to	avoid	letting	screen	time	interfere	
with	learning	and	life.	I	have	found	that	some	of	my	students’	grades	suffer	because	meaningful	
person-to-person	interaction,	learning,	and	sleep	have	taken	a	backseat	to	screen	time.	
	
	
What	will	you	need	for	class?	
	
1.		A	three-ring	binder	(1/2-	or	1-inch	size,	flexible	cover	is	fine)	divided	into	three	sections	(or	a	
section	of	your	AM	or	PM	binder	devoted	to	World	History).	These	sections	are	strictly	for	social	
studies.	The	first	two	sections	are	to	be	labeled	Reference	&	Reading	and	Graded	Work.	The	third	
section	is	a	1-subject	spiral	bound	notebook	that	is	3-hole	punched	(80	sheets	is	sufficient)	
2.		A	folder	with	pockets.	This	should	be	kept	in	the	front	of	your	binder.	
3.		Lined	3-hole	punched	paper,	which	you	will	use	for	taking	notes.		
4.		A	blue	or	black	ink	pen,	a	pencil	with	eraser,	and	a	highlighter.	
5.		A	small	set	of	colored	pencils,	which	you	may	keep	at	home.	
6.		Your	enthusiasm	and	a	willingness	to	learn!	
	
	
	



Will	we	also	be	learning	about	current	events?	
	
While	this	course	is	about	the	world	of	long	ago,	the	most	important	reason	why	we	teach	social	
studies	is	to	better	understand	today's	world	and	become	informed	and	responsible	citizens	–	so	we	
want	to	stay	current	with	world	events.	
		
We	will	frequently	make	connections	between	the	ancient	past	and	our	world	today.	We	will	also	
read,	listen	to,	and	analyze	news	articles,	op-eds,	editorials,	and	news	broadcasts	so	that	we	can	
discuss	together	as	a	class	what	is	happening	in	our	nation	and	our	world.	
	 	
I	encourage	you	to	take	10-15	minutes	a	day	to	listen	to	a	news	podcast	–	or	watch	a	daily	
broadcast	news	program	or	digital	newscast	–	to	gain	a	better	understanding	of	what’s	going	
on	in	the	world.	Discuss	the	news	with	someone	at	home.	An	easy	way	to	keep	from	living	under	a	
rock	is	to	watch	the	10-minute	CNN	10	newscast	(available	most	week	days	on	CNN.com).	Also,	check	
out	the	free	Student	News	Daily	Current	Events	App	for	iPhone	and	Android.	One	good	5-minute	
news	podcast	is	NPR	News	Now.	Online	news	websites	for	young	people	include	the	Washington	
Post’s	KidsPost,	the	New	York	Times	Learning	Network,	PBS	Learning	Media,	PBS	NewsHour	Extra,	
and	BBC	Newsround.	Whatever	your	preferred	source	of	news,	try	to	stay	informed.	
	
	
How	is	the	grade	you	earn	in	World	History	determined?		
	
YOU	will	determine	the	grade	you	get!		Grades	are	calculated	using	a	point	system.	Assignments	will	
have	a	certain	point	value.	Both	you	and	a	parent	should	regularly	check	PowerSchool	to	stay	on	
top	of	your	grades.		The	final	grade	at	the	end	of	each	marking	period	includes	the	following:	
	

•		Homework	assignments	will	be	graded	based	on	effort	and	completion.	If	you	do	not	
complete	your	homework,	your	marking	period	grade	will	suffer!	
•		Classwork	grades	are	based	on	your	productivity	in	class	and	your	ability	to	follow	
directions	and	stay	on	task.		
•		Assessments	(usually	quizzes)	serve	as	an	opportunity	to	make	good	use	of	your	
homework	and	your	notes.	So	please	keep	up	with	both!			
•		Projects	are	designed	to	encourage	creative	thinking,	quality	research,	thoughtful	writing,	
and	improved	presentation	skills.	
•		Class	participation,	such	as	volunteering	your	thoughts,	asking	questions,	and	listening	
and	responding	to	what	others	have	to	say,	are	all	great	ways	to	do	well	in	this	area.	It’s	key	
to	be	able	to	communicate	ideas	verbally	and	contribute	in	a	meaningful	way	to	class	
discussions.	To	support	participation,	we	need	a	climate	of	respect	and	civility	–	even	
when	we	don't	agree	with	each	other.	Those	who	undermine	that	ethic	by	making	
inconsiderate	remarks	will	do	poorly	in	class	participation.	

	
In	sum,	to	do	well	in	this	class	you	should:		1)	try	your	best;	2)	complete	assigned	work	on	
time;	3)	read	closely,	write	and	revise	carefully,	and	stay	engaged;	4)	ask	for	help	when	you	
need	it;	and	5)	respect	your	teachers,	your	classroom	aides,	your	classmates,	and	yourself.	
	
	
What	is	the	best	way	to	contact	me?	
	
I	have	two	addresses.	Use	either	one	(no	need	to	use	both):		HSchallenberg@spfk12.org		OR	
HSweeney@spfk12.org.		However,	only	my	HSchallenberg	address	is	available	for	sharing	a	
Google	Doc.	Parents	can	leave	a	message	for	me	on	my	voicemail	(322-4445	ext.	2281).	I	will	return	
phone	calls	at	the	end	of	the	school	day	or	the	following	day.	Email	is	the	best	way	to	contact	me.	
	
	



You	were	not	in	class	today.	How	do	you	find	out	what	you	missed?	
	
If	you	were	in	school	but	missed	our	class	on	a	given	day,	stop	by	before	your	social	studies	period	to	
hand	in	any	homework	due.	(If	not	handed	in,	your	homework	is	late	and	points	may	be	deducted).	Stop	
by	before	or	after	lunch	or	after	school	to	find	out	what	you	missed	in	class.	You	can	also	find	the	
homework	assigned	and	what	we	did	in	class	by	checking	our	class	blog.	The	link	to	the	blog	is	
available	on	my	Teacher	page	on	the	District’s	website.	Please	bookmark	it:		hsweeney.wordpress.com.	
	
If	you	were	absent,	you	will	be	expected	to	complete	homework	missed	in	a	timely	manner.	A	normal	
timeframe	is	1-2	days	for	each	day	missed.		Considerations	are	made	for	make-up	work	due	to	extended	
absences	for	prolonged	illness	or	family	emergency.	Please	let	me	know	or	contact	Counseling	if	such	a	
situation	should	arise.	It	is	NOT	necessary	for	your	parent	to	speak	to	me	on	your	behalf.	You	are	old	
enough	to	be	a	self-advocate	–	and	it’s	good	practice	for	next	year.	J	
	
All	classrooms	have	rules	and	procedures.	Ours	are	as	follows:	
	

1. Be	prepared	for	class.	Upon	arriving	in	the	classroom,	pick	up	the	day’s	handouts,	be	seated,	
take	out	the	materials	needed,	and	get	ready	to	work.	

2. Be	respectful	of	your	teachers,	our	aides,	your	fellow	classmates,	and	our	classroom	
materials	–	both	in	and	outside	of	the	classroom.	

3. Show	integrity.	Do	not	lie,	cheat,	or	plagiarize.	Do	your	own	work.	
4. Take	ownership	of	your	behavior.	You	are	responsible	for	your	actions.	Think	about	your	

actions	and	understand	you	control	whether	there	are	positive	or	negative	consequences.	
5. Be	an	active,	responsible	learner.	Work	toward	having	a	great	year!		And	I,	as	your	teacher,	

promise	to	do	the	same.	
 

CUT ALONG THE LINE BELOW AND BRING COMPLETED FORM TO CLASS 
 

 
 
TO THE STUDENT & PARENT/GUARDIAN: Please sign where indicated confirming the items below. 
This homework assignment for our class is due FRIDAY, September 7. 
 
1.  We have read the above course description and class procedures summary. 
 
2.  The parent has sent Ms. Sweeney an email from the preferred email address to use in the 
event Ms. Sweeney needs to contact the parent. (Please put student’s name in the subject line.) 
 
3.  We have bookmarked the class weblog (http://hsweeney.wordpress.com/). We have also 
discussed the benefit of regularly following a news podcast or a broadcast news or digital 
news program. [Checking the blog will make it easier to follow homework and class assignments. 
Regularly following a newscast will improve the student’s awareness of what’s going on in the world.] 
 
4.  The student will keep the World History textbook at home. The student agrees to use the 
textbook as directed and keep it in good condition. 
 
5.   The student and parent will discuss signing up for Team 8G REMIND notifications. (See 
Remind page on the class weblog for details.) 
 
 
Student name  (please PRINT neatly)   ____________________________________________ 
 
 
Student signature  ________________________________________  Date  ______________ 
 
 
Parent/Guardian signature  _________________________________  Date  ______________ 


