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“It’s Greek to Me!” – Vocabulary & Expressions from Greek Myths 
 
Greek mythology has contributed to many of the words, phrases, and expressions in the English 
language. For this mini-project, you will be assigned a character or object from Greek mythology 
along with the word, phrase and/or expression derived from that Greek mythological figure. You will 
research your assigned mythological figure (using CRAAP-qualified Internet sources) for a short 
(approximately one-minute) presentation to the class. Your presentation will include the following: 

• A summary of the character or object on which the word or expression is based (your 
summary must provide enough detail about the character/object so that we understand the 
origin of the English word or phrase – consider sharing an anecdote about your topic, if that 
helps); 

• The English word or phrase derived from the mythological character/object; and the meaning 
(definition) of the word/phrase (not the Greek character) in your own words; and  

• A modern-day example of how your word or phrase would be used in a sentence. Your 
example MUST BE IN THE CONTEXT OF A CURRENT EVENT WRITTEN IN YOUR OWN 
WORDS. 

 
NOTA BENE:  In addition to the oral presentation, there is also a written component to this project. 
You will prepare a set of thorough notes – a typed, bullet-point list (or outline notes, if you prefer), 
using your note-taking skills – of the facts you want to cover in your presentation.  The notes should 
provide sufficient details so that ANYONE in the class could use them to present your topic well.  
At the bottom of your notes, include two additional typed entries: 

1) the definition (or meaning) of your English vocabulary word (or phrase) that is derived from 
your mythological character (be sure to note whether it is a noun, verb, adjective, etc.) AND 

2) a current event sentence in which the vocabulary word or phrase is correctly used. The ONLY 
writing you are permitted to read during your presentation is your current event sentence.  
Notes will be collected on the first day of presentations. 

 
An example of a bulleted set of notes appears on the back of this handout. Below the model notes is 
the rubric. Please refer to them both as you prepare your typed submission for this project. 
 
Below are the mythological figures, along with their words, phrases, or expressions: 
 

• Achilles  (Achilles heel) 
• Adonis*  (Adonis) 
• Aegis (under the aegis of)  
• Alcyone (halcyon days) 
• Amazon* (Amazonian; Amazon 

woman) 
• Aphrodite (aphrodisiac) 
• Atlas* (atlas) 
• Cassandra (a Cassandra) 
• Gordian knot (Gordian knot; cut the 

Gordian knot) 
• Hector (hector) 
• Herakles (Herculean) 
• King Midas (the Midas touch) 
• Labyrinth* (labyrinth; labyrinthine) 
• Mentor (mentor) 

• Mnemosyne* (mnemonic) 
• Narcissus (narcissist; narcissistic; 

narcissism) 
• Nemesis* (nemesis) 
• Odysseus (odyssey) 
• Oedipus (Oedipus complex) 
• Oracle of Delphi (Delphic) 
• Pan (panic) 
• Pandora (a Pandora’s box) 
• Prometheus (Promethean) 
• Siren (siren, siren song) 
• Sisyphus (Sisyphean) 
• Tantalus (tantalize) 
• Titans* (titan; titanic) 
• Trojan Horse (Trojan horse)



Below is an example of notes for the topic Chimera (chimerical). Your notes should be similar in 
length. At the bottom of the page is the rubric for the presentation notes you will prepare. 
 

Chimera (chimerical) 
/kīˈmiərə/ (/kī-ˈmer-i-kəl/) 

  
• a fire-breathing female monster 
• believed to be created by the gods 
• described in Homer’s Iliad 
• may be ancient Greece’s most bizarre creature; very unusual appearance 

o head of a lion 
o body of a goat 
o serpent’s tail 

• wreaked havoc across Greek countryside, terrorizing towns and villages 
o considered a bad omen to see the Chimera 

§ regularly appeared before disasters  
• e.g., shipwrecks, violent storms, volcanic eruptions 

• slain by Poseidon’s son, who rode the flying horse Pegasus 
o approached Chimera from above 
o attached a lump of lead to tip of his spear 
o thrust spear in Chimera’s mouth 
o her fiery breath melted lead tip of spear 
o killed instantly when lead trickled down throat, burning her insides 

 
The adjective “chimerical” is derived from Chimera. 

• “chimerical” = (adj.) wildly fanciful or fantastically unrealistic. 
• similar to the Chimera, which is 3 animals in 1(that is, it’s fantastically unrealistic).  J

 
Current event sentence: Donald Trump’s claim that Mexico would cover the $10 billion cost of 
building a wall along the roughly 2,000-mile U.S.-Mexican border was truly chimerical. 
 
 
 

Rubric: “It’s Greek to Me!” PRESENTATION NOTES 
 

 
1.		Notes	provide	thorough	understanding	of	assigned	topic;	
content	clearly	and	consistently	relates	to	assigned	topic.	 	 	 	 E D a S				
	
2.		Content	accurately	organized	into	well-defined	bulleted		
points	(or	formal	outline).          E D a S			
	 		
3.		Notes	are	concise,	avoiding	use	of	sentences	and	unnecessary		
words	(e.g.,	“the”	and	forms	of	“to	be”).	 	 	 	 	 	 	 E D a S				
	 	 	 	
4.		Notes	demonstrate	proper	mechanics	and	grammar;	
	abbreviations	used	only	to	make	reading	easier.	 	 	 	 	 E D a S				
	
5.		Notes	are	typed	and	include	accurate	definition	of	assigned	
vocabulary	word	&	current	events	sentence	using	vocab	correctly.	 	 E D a S						

E  Emerging  D  Developing  A  Accomplishing        S  sustained practice 


